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2016 marks the first in a series of vintage reports with information about the specific condi-

tions in our appellation. We are tremendously enthusiastic about the 2016 vintage, which inspired 
us to provide a few explanations. And yet... Who would have predicted such quality at the begin-
ning of the year?  Fortunately, Mother Nature has the magical ability to completely change course! 
In fact, the weather pattern for the 2016 growing season was unprecedented. Record precipitation 
from January to June was followed by a long unbroken period of warm Mediterranean-type condi-
tions that transformed 2016 into a truly great vintage. Nature will never cease to amaze us...  

Despite a period of intense drought with several temperature spikes during the summer, there was 
no actual heat wave like in 2003. Alternating chilly nights and sunny days, as well as the presence of "cool" soils, were 
decided advantages. Saint-Estèphe's clay-limestone terroir was able to cope perfectly with the lack of water.  In fact, 
the vines benefited from the drought conditions, which contributed to the power and elegance of the 2016 vintage. 

Bernard Audoy, President of the Saint-Estèphe Defence and Management Organisation 

A wet,  mi ld winter  wi th ear ly, 
even bud break  
 
The beginning of 2016 was marked by heavy 

rainfall, especially in January and February, and 

by mild temperatures. Saint-Estèphe received 

some 700 mm of rain from January to June.   

Mild temperatures lasting until the month of 

February led to early bud break (a week earlier 

than the multi-annual average). This took place 

smoothly in late March during a relatively cool, 

damp period.  Even vine growth continued un-

til flowering, which happened later than usual 

and went miraculously well. 

Late,  but miraculous f lower ing 
 
The damp winter weather continued into 
spring and caused considerable worry when 
mildew appeared in late May/early June.  This 
called for great vigilance. Full flowering took 
place from the 7th to the 12th of June during a 5-
day period of beautiful weather with warm av-
erage temperatures of greater than 20°C. This 
was followed by satisfactory fruit set, without 
coulure, accompanied by homogeneous phe-
nolic maturity. The rain finally stopped on the 
20th of June.    

A very hot, dry summer  
 
Fine weather eliminated the threat of mildew. 
There were just 5.5 mm of rain in Saint-
Estèphe in July 2016, compared to an average 
of 50 mm. Temperatures were close to normal, 
but with spikes of 38-40°C on the 18th and 19th 
of July. August was also very dry and hot.  The 
vines nevertheless coped well with the high 
temperatures thanks to plentiful water reserves 
in the subsoil from winter showers. The quality 
of the 2016 vintage is due to this hot, very dry 
summer.  
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